Book Policy Manual

Section 700 Property

Title Use of School Facilities
Number 707

Status Active

Adopted May 19, 2011
Purpose

The Board may make school buildings and facilities available to community-based organizations for
functions that are public, civic, and/or nonprofit in nature and that are cultural, educational and/or
recreational for the civic good of the community so that maximum use is made of the facilities under
the Board’s jurisdiction.

Authority
The Board shall establish rental fees and charges for the use of school facilities by approved groups.[1]

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee shall implement administrative regulations or procedures for
requesting and granting permission for use of school facilities and shall distribute the necessary
information to individuals affected by them.

Guidelines

The use of all buildings, grounds, and equipment owned by the district shall be governed by the
following guidelines:

1. The use of school facilities shall be limited solely to those facilities listed on the rental agreement,
unless an exception is approved by the Board.

2. Request for use of school facilities by school groups and employees shall be made on the required
form in accordance with applicable Board policy.[2]

3. Request for the use of school facilities by nonschool groups shall be made in writing and shall
specify the date(s), duration of activity, facility to be used, and what support equipment and/or
services are required from the district, and each request must show the name of a person who
will be present during the activity and responsible for compliance with the rules of the district.

4. School facilities shall not be used for any purpose which is in conflict with the aims and objectives
of the district.

5. The rental availability of school facilities shall at all times be subject to convenience requirement
and activities of the school.
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. Every organization requesting the use of school facilities shall sign a contract and agreement

required by the Board and pay the specified rental charges and fees at least one (1) week prior to
the event.

. The Board reserves the right to determine the length of rental, rental fees, and terms of any

long-term rental.

. No organization or person shall assign their rights under contract to another group or person.

. Organizations shall be financially liable for damage to the facilities and for proper supervision.

When school facilities are used by nonschool groups pursuant to this policy, the Board assumes
no responsibility for injury to persons, property or loss of property. Any nonschool group utilizing
facilities will be required to execute in favor of the Board a liability release form releasing the
Board from any liability.

The Board shall not provide any form of insurance coverage to nonschool groups utilizing school
facilities.

Any organization or individual requesting use of a school facility is required to have insurance in
accordance with established administrative regulations.

No food, drinks or refreshments of any kind shall be taken into any gymnasium, auditorium, or
large group instruction room (LGI). Refreshments must be consumed in the cafeteria (all-
purpose rooms in the elementary buildings) unless special permission is granted by the building
principal.

Gym shoes must be worn of all gymnasium floors for athletic activities.
All decorations used must be nonflammable.

Chairs or other obstructions must not be placed in corridors, aisles of auditoriums or other
emergency exit lanes.

Organizations and groups which have children participating and using the facilities are
responsible to have adequate adult supervision.

No equipment may be brought into the building unless permission is granted in writing, and all
properties not belonging to the Board are to be removed after the last event or no later than the
day after.

The Board will not be responsible for any equipment owned by others while it is on school
property.

Nonschool related activities may not extend beyond 10:30 p.m. on school days; group members
must leave the premises before 11:00 p.m.

District property shall not be removed from school premises.

No changes or alterations shall be made to school facilities without written approval of the
Business Administrator. In addition, charges made for all alterations approved by the Business
Administrator shall be added to the basic rental charge.

When inclement weather causes the regular school program to be canceled, groups holding
rentals must cancel their activity unless there are special circumstances to be determined by the
Business Administrator.



. Groups will not receive permission to use district-owned equipment unless such equipment is
operated by authorized school personnel.

. Cars must be parked only in designated parking areas.

. Arrangements for traffic control shall be made with the local police department by the requesting
group as required by the Board.

. No facility shall be subject to overcrowding or use by groups in excess of permitted capacity.

. Preparation of athletic fields shall be done with the approval of or at the direction of the
Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds.

. Organizations will be classified to determine rental rates as follows:

a. Class A - Any school district sponsored activity or event and any charitable or non-profit
community organization of Pottstown offering to present free, a lecture or program,
instructive and beneficial to the public.

b. Class B - Any charitable or non-profit community organization within the geographical
boundaries of the school district offering to present a lecture or program instructive and
beneficial to the community when admission is charged or fund-raising activities are
conducted for profit.

c. Class C - Any non-Pottstown organization or organizations, any group from which an
individual or individuals may profit, or any organization not included in the above Classes
(A and B).

d. PAL, PTA, PTO, Music Association, Alumni, Boosters Club, and Boy and Girl Scouts,
Cavalcade of Bands organizations shall be classified on the same basis as regular public
school activities with no charge for the use of facilities except the charges determined by
the Board for a school employee to be on duty. Howard Brown Fundraiser will be classified
on the same basis as regular public school activities with no charge for the use of facilities
and incremental fees will be billed to the Foundation For Pottstown Education.

e. Rental rates for other non-profit organizations of Pottstown and/or governmental agencies’
requests to use facilities may be waived at the discretion of the administration.

. Custodian and/or other authorized school employees shall be on duty whenever property is in
use, and charges will be made for custodial services for preparation before and cleaning after a
rental at the discretion of the administration.

. The Board reserves the right not to allow the use of a building or a facility if custodial or
maintenance service is not available.

. A cafeteria employee shall be on duty whenever the cafeteria kitchen facilities are used, for which
an extra charge will be made, and only school cafeteria employees are allowed to operate the
cafeteria kitchen equipment.

. The manipulation of lights, stage scenery, public address system, technology labs, or other
specialized equipment is under the direction of authorized district personnel, and arrangements
will be made to have stage crew and support staff on duty for their operation; an appropriate fee
will be charged for their services.

. When the athletic stadium or the gymnasium of the senior high school and middle school is
rented for an athletic event, a charge will be made for the presence of the Director of Co-
Curricular Activities and Athletics or Game Manager, who will be in complete charge of the



facility.

35. The Business Administrator may require police protection at any event and, if required, the cost
shall be paid by the organization using school facilities.

36. The Board may withdraw or extend its permission for the use of facilities at any time and
reserves the right to alter or make such additional rules and regulations as may be in the public
interest.

Prohibited Activities

The following activities are strictly prohibited in school facilities when individuals and community
groups are granted written permission to use said school facilities:[3]

1. Possession, use or distribution of illegal drugs and/or alcoholic beverages.
2. Possession of weapons.

3. Conduct that would alter, damage or be injurious to any district property, equipment or
furnishings.

4. Conduct that would constitute a violation of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, and/or state and
federal laws and regulations.

5. Gambling, games of chance, lotteries, raffles or other activities requiring a license under the
Local Option Small Games of Chance Act, unless such activity has been expressly authorized by
the Board or administration.[4][5]

6. Use of tobacco products.[6][7][8

Violations

The school district reserves the right to remove from school district premises any individual or
community group who fails to comply with the terms and conditions of this policy and established
procedures.[3]

In the event an individual or community group violates this policy or the terms under which
permission was granted to use school facilities, that individual or community group forfeits the right to
submit future written requests to use school district property, unless otherwise decided by the Board.
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